
 
 
 

 

 

Annual Report 2015  
Our Vision: CRWP envisions a healthy watershed with clean water that is fishable, 
swimmable, and drinkable. 



Community Engagement in 2015 
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picked up trash on the Cannon and Straight Rivers and 

local lakes. of trash were removed from that 

included Owatonna, Medford, Faribault, Shields Lake, Northfield and 

Waterville bringing us to a  total of trash removed from 

our waterways since the Clean Up began in 2009 weighing as much as 

! 

 

 

 

 

CRWP staff also: 

 Visited student classrooms in , wrote newspaper articles and 
, spoke on local radio programs, posted to electronic/social media and 

created inserts to be sent to residents along with their utility bills and Northfield 
and Faribault.  

 Met with individual homeowners on a street reconstruction project in 
Northfield and successfully signed up three households to have rain gardens 
installed in their boulevards.  

 Connected with local leaders to play the U of M’s educational “Watershed 
Game” and organized a Stormwater Pond walk in Northfield led by a city official 
and a Resource Conservationist from Dakota SWCD.  

 Had a presence at area events such as the Northfield Riverwalk Market Fair, 
Earth Day events at the Cannon River STEM School and at Carleton College, 
the Northfield and Faribault Business Expos and the Rice and Steele County 
Fairs. 

Stenciling:  storm 
drains were stenciled in 

and more than 
educational 

stormwater door 
hangers were 
distributed in 
Northfield and 
Faribault. 

volunteered 
to stencil storm drains 
and learned about 
stormwater pollution. 

Rain Barrel and Rain Garden 

Classes: CRWP hosted 

with a total of 

attending from 

Faribault, Northfield and Red Wing.  

CRWP sold or raffled off our 

 to be used 

for rainwater catchment in the CRW. 
We also hosted a two-part rain garden 
workshop and free Earth Day rain 
garden intro class in Northfield, as well 
as one geared towards businesses and 

groups in Faribault. A total of 

learned about rain 

garden installation in our watershed.   

Poster Contest: More 
than in 
grades 2-5 submitted 
original artwork on their 
ideas as to how to "Be 
the Solution to 
Stormwater Pollution" in 
Northfield. Local 
businesses donated 
prizes, and winning 
entries have been on 
display in Northfield's 
City Hall. 

 



How beautiful the Cannon River Watershed truly is! In the relatively short 
time I’ve had the privilege to live here, I’ve done my best to take advantage 
of all the opportunities to recreate here. I love hiking, biking, fishing and 
kayaking  and have found some great spots on Shields, Mazaska, and 
Cannon Lakes. While kayaking the Straight River, I caught some nice 
smallmouth bass and walleye. The fast water and rapids made for an 
exciting adventure! 

I feel privileged to be the Executive Director of CRWP, an organization 
that works to engage people on the water as well as in the natural spaces 
that I have come to appreciate myself. It has been an exciting challenge to 
step into this great organization, learn how it functions, and create a vision 
for the future. I am diligently making connections and developing 
relationships with the many groups, clubs, associations, and government 
agencies. There are a great number of dedicated individuals doing what 
they can to improve conditions in the watershed. Together we can all work 
towards a healthier watershed. 

We are fortunate to have long-term history and new energy in our staff. The previous Executive Director, Beth 
Kallestad, continued to work on the Cannon River Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategy (WRAPS). Our 

Community Engagement Coordinator, Kristi Pursell came up to 
speed and has been running numerous projects since her position 
began in January 2015. We hired Kari Clark as our new 
Communications and Office Assistant right at the end of 2015. 
Aaron Wills and Sheila Craig continued their excellent work on 
assisting small communities to tackle their wastewater issues. 
And Aaron, along with our two Environmental Consultants, Lee 
Thompson and Gene Kuntz, kept our agriculture program 
moving along and into some new and exciting directions. 

Thank you all for being supporters of CRWP! I hope you are 

able to get out and enjoy our abundant natural resources. Let me 

know where some your favorite places are to relax and enjoy the 

outdoors. Let’s keep moving forward in 2016! 
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From Executive Director, Bradley Frazier 

 

CRWP Staff 

Bradley Frazier, Executive Director 

Kristi Pursell, Community Engagement Coordinator 

Aaron Wills, Program Manager 

Sheila Craig, Community Sewage Treatment Facilitator 

Kari Clark, Communications & Office Assistant 

Our Mission: 

To engage people in    
protecting and 

improving the water 
quality and natural 

systems of the Cannon 
River watershed.  

attended our inaugural Wild & Scenic Film 

Festival at the Paradise Theater in Faribault.   

Playing the Watershed Game with area decision 
makers at Northfield City Hall. 
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View from the Board Chair, John Hamer 

CITIZEN MEMBERS  

Nancy Braker 
Curt Coudron 
Paul Drotos 
Matt Durand 
John Hamer 
Dan Hofrenning 
Richard Lorang 
Tom Meagher 
Brad Rademacher 
Lee Skaar 
Roger Stoick 
Rita Weaver 
Rhonda Witmer 

COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS 

Brad Anderson, Goodhue 
County 
Richard Androli, Waseca 
County 
Jim Brady, Steele County 
(alternate) 
John Glynn, Steele County 
Galen Malecha, Rice County 
Mike Slavik, Dakota County 
Lance Wetzel, LeSueur 
County  
 
 

SOIL & WATER 
CONSERVATION 
DISTRICTS 

Jeff Beckman, Goodhue 
SWCD 
Kelly Hunt, Waseca County 
Water Resources Specialist 
Gary Wagenbach, Rice 
SWCD 
Brian Watson, Dakota SWCD 
Kyle Wolfe, Steele SWCD 
Vacant, LeSueur SWCD 
Vacant, Waseca SWCD 
 
 

2015 was a year of big changes for CRWP, and we greatly appreciate the 
support of our dedicated membership, staff, and board while we've gone 
through some natural transitions. Change is certainly a good thing when it 
leads to renewed energy, fresh ideas, and greater perspective. We look 
forward to more positive changes for the year to come. 
 
In 2015, the organization bid a heartfelt goodbye to former executive 
director, Beth Kallestad. Kallestad served as director for 7 years and had been 
with the organization for 10. She deserves a ton of credit for the strong 
current position of the organization. We also welcomed CRWP’s current 
director, Brad Frazier, who, we know, will build on our successes and take 
CRWP to new heights.  
  
There are some statewide changes in the works as well. Governor Dayton’s 
buffer initiative moved through the state house and senate, bringing statewide 
attention to water quality. CRWP looks forward to contributing to the buffer 

initiative as legislation and programs are finalized. We have also begun working with innovative farmers who wish 
to preserve their topsoil and prevent erosion through use of cover crops, and are happy to report new funding to 
help continue that work this year. 
  
We look forward to more exciting changes in 2016. Dedicated board members Nancy Braker, Paul Drotos, and 
Matt Durand are reaching their term limits. All three have contributed more to the organization than we could 
have ever asked. We thank them for their years of fantastic service, and ask that they all find time to stay involved 
with our work. We also look forward to enthusiastically welcoming our new board nominees in May.  
  
2016 is a year filled with all sorts of exciting possibilities. We are striving to find more ways for our membership to 
participate and play a greater role in moving the organization forward, so be on the lookout for more volunteer, 
education, and recreational opportunities this year! Thank you for your support! 
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Thank-you volunteers!  
The CRWP staff and board of directors are grateful 
for our many passionate and dedicated volunteers 
who put in so many hours and so much energy to 
keep our watershed clean! As a non-profit 
organization, we rely on our volunteer-power to 
prepare mailings; help with clerical tasks; staff our 
booths at fairs; facilitate special events like the Wild 
& Scenic Film Festival and Winter Thaw; serve on 
our board and get dirty during our Annual 
Watershed-Wide Cleanup.  

2015 Financials At-A-Glance* 

A total of logged 

on behalf of CRWP last year!  The 

CRWP staff and board of directors would 
like to extend a heartfelt thank-you to all 
our volunteers for helping to carry out our 
mission in the Cannon River watershed! 

INCOME 
Contributions……………………………..$36,599 

Government Grants……………………...$280,185 

Foundation Grants………………………...$69,240 

Other……………………………………..$11,068 

Total Income…………………………...$397,092 

 

EXPENSES 
PROGRAMS: 
 Agriculture…………………..….$135,574 

 Community Engagement……….....$77,183 

 Wastewater……………………..$101,542 

Fundraising……………………………….$33,131 

Administration…………………………...$48,500 

Total Expenses………………………...$395,930 
 

* Unaudited. 
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Southeast Minnesota Wastewater Initiative 

In 2015, CRWP continued to work closely with small communities to make upgrades to their sewer systems. Two 
projects were under construction in 2015. The community of Greenleafton, located 10 miles southwest of Preston, 
completed a new cluster septic system to serve 34 homes. The Turtle Creek area, west of Austin, began 
construction on new sewer lines to bring sewage from 27 homes and a church into the City of Austin for treatment. 
Previously, many of the homes were discharging untreated sewage into Turtle Creek. (The Wastewater Initiative 
program is unique among CRWP’s work in that it extends beyond the Cannon River watershed. The program 
provides assistance to communities in the thirteen counties of Southeast Minnesota.)  

Two other projects that made significant progress in 2015 are 
the City of Myrtle and West Jefferson Lake. Myrtle, located 
southeast of Albert Lea, was awarded funding to install new 
septic systems for all the 28 properties in town. Construction on 
the new systems will begin in 2016 and finish in 2017. Myrtle 
has the last community straight pipe in our area. One of the 
original goals of the Wastewater Initiative was to fix all of the 
community straight pipes in Southeast Minnesota, so the 
completion of the Myrtle project will be a huge milestone for 
our work with small communities in southeastern Minnesota.  

The German-Jefferson Chain of Lakes area, located in Le Sueur 
County, has been working on wastewater issues for over 10 
years. A group of residents, with CRWP’s support, began 
working on a project to build a sewer line around West 
Jefferson Lake (one of the four lakes in German-Jefferson Chain 
of Lakes) to take sewage from the 140 homes around the lake to 
the City of Cleveland. This project is modeled after the 
successful Roberds Lake project with the City of Faribault that 
was constructed in 2013-14. Much of the planning has been 
completed for the project and we are now waiting to see what 
funding the project will receive with a plan to begin 
construction in 2017.  

New sewer and water lines were installed 
for 27 homes and 1 church just west of 
Austin along Turtle Creek. 

Making squirt 
height 
adjustments  for 
a new 34-home 
sewer system in 
Greenleafton. 
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Agriculture Program  

In the spring of 2015, CRWP hosted a successful forum to discuss Governor Dayton’s Buffer Initiative. The Buffer 

Initiative’s goal is to increase the number of buffers along streams. A standing-room only crowd of over 150 

people asked questions and offered suggestions for Governor Dayton and his Commissioners, both for and against 

the proposal.  

The Agriculture Program also began partnering with farmers in 2015 to help them experiment with 

incorporating cover crops into their operations. We partnered with 15 farmers who planted 710 acres to cover 

crops with CRWP’s support. Cover crops are plants that are planted between cash crop seasons to keep living 

cover on the landscape. In our area, cover crops are normally established in the fall and keep the soil covered for 

the 5 – 7 months after the fall harvest and before the next 

spring planting of crops. 

Although we know the environmental benefits from 

planting cover crops, the methods of seeding, harvesting 

and the timing of these crops  - especially in corn fields - 

come with challenges as well. Farmers in our area are 

still learning whether the cost of cover crop seed pays for 

itself in the benefits it provides to the farm. 2015’s cover 

crop projects will start to answer these questions and 

hopefully spark an interest in cover crops from even 

more farmers in the watershed. In 2016 we will be 

expanding our work with cover crops and partnering 

with new farmers to help them experiment with 

incorporating cover crops into their operations and find the 

best methods to seed cover crops successfully.   
Evaluating cover crop stand. 

A comparison of cover 
crops on the left and no 
cover crops on the right. Governor Dayton at  the Legvold farm Buffer Forum, 

photos by Brad Phenow/Northfield News. 
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